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A warm hello to all our alumni and others who are 
reading our 2009 Cornish Theater Department news-
letter! As always, it is a wonderful opportunity to 
catch up on what graduates and faculty of the Theater 
Department have been doing for the last year. 
 
First of all, I’d like to thank Jan Hubert for compiling 
this newsletter. As department coordinator, Jan has 
been a tremendous asset to the program for the last 
two years. Her unique combination of skills and 
breadth of professional experience have made a huge 
difference to the students and faculty of the program, 
as well as to the college. 
 
Another person I want to acknowledge is Kathleen 
Collins, who just finished her first year in a core posi-
tion as Associate Professor. Not only is Kathleen a 
superlative teacher, who inspires students in her Di-
recting and Audition classes, but she brings enormous 
positive energy to the community.  
 
One example of the latter: Kathleen and Jan oversaw a 
fundraiser this past June to raise money to support two 
members of the Cornish community who were experi-
encing the effects of illness on their families: play-
writing teacher Elizabeth Heffron, and new-play 
dramaturg Anita Montgomery. The Cornish faculty, 
staff and students, as well as the Seattle theatre com-
munity, came together in a benefit at ACT Theatre, 
highlighted by performances of Elizabeth’s writing by 
Theater faculty, to raise over $12,000—remarkable in 
these straightened times. I think it speaks even more 
highly of the generosity and compassion of Cornish 
that these two artists were not long-term teachers with 
a substantive history here, but people who had been 
working with us for only a couple of years. But they 
were family, and fellow artists, and Cornish did what 
it could have and should have.  
 
As for me, as I write this, I’m in California directing A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream at Shakespeare Santa 
Cruz. The production, I’m very pleased to say, fea-
tures Cornish Theater alumna Lanise Antoine Shelley 
TH’04 as Titania. Lanise is also playing Portia in 
Julius Caesar, which is rehearsing and performing in 
rep with Dream. If you’re in the area, please come by 
to see a rehearsal or catch the show! 
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The Theater Department has been on an amazing 
growth curve over the last several years. Not only has 
our student population grown, but the program itself 
has diversified. In the past couple of years we have 
added: 
· Freshman and sophomore level Musical Theater 

classes, and an annual Fall cabaret performance 
for Performing Arts majors 

· Global Arts Encounters, a class that takes students 
on a theater tour to London 

· More sections of our popular Film History class 
· Advanced-level classes in Clown and Phonetics 
· Solo Performance, which had its first successful 

showcase at the end of Spring 2009. 
 
We have also added studios nearby on Ninth Avenue, 
and this fall, a new studio across the street in the Al-
pha Cine Building. 
 
We’re following up this creative activity with a three-
day retreat this summer where the Theater faculty will 
review our curriculum and launch a process to redes-
ign our curriculum to be even more responsive to the 
needs of the students and the conditions of the art form 
and the world in the 21st century. 
 
(continued on next page) 
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As alumni of the program, you have had an opportu-
nity to experience how your education has helped 
you in the world, and reflect on what might have 
been more helpful to you. We will be reaching out to 
you over the next year, as we develop and refine this 
new curriculum, for suggestions and feedback. As 
always, we’d love to hear from you. 
 
In the meantime, please keep in touch with us via the 
Cornish alumni Facebook page, or by email. And 
enjoy reconnecting through this newsletter with the 
exploits and accomplishments, both personal and 
professional, of your fellow graduates.  
 
Finally, I want to encourage you to come and see our 
productions this coming season. I’m really delighted 
at the range of plays and artists we have enlisted for 
our fall season. You can find more information be-
low.  
 
Best regards, 
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1986 
Tami Workentin Tami spent last season performing 
in both Well and The Sum of us with Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre.  She went onto her directing debut 
of Barney & Bee (originally titled Chinaman from Mi-
chael Frayn’s anthology The Two of Us) with Renais-
sance Theatreworks.  Next season she will be playing 
Rosemary in Picnic with Milwaukee Chamber Theatre 
and multiple roles in Seven Stories with Next Act 
Theatre.  She has written a 3-woman cabaret titled 
Women Who Can't Sing, celebrating those non-
singing Broadway legends that really couldn't 
sing.  Women Who Can't Sing previewed at the Ren-
aissance Theatreworks fundraiser this past year, and 
will receive a full run at the Skylight Opera's Cabaret 
series next Jan/Feb.  She is now parenting a teen-
ager.  Enough said about that.  Her husband, Eric 
and sons Edan and Jonah live happily in Milwaukee 
where she continues to meet the newest and the 
brightest Cornish alums coming through the intern 
program and the Milwaukee Rep.   
 
1987 
Lisa Halpern Lisa is currently in talks to write the 
screenplay for Stevie Kallos’ national best-selling 
novel, Broken For You.  She also won a Telly award 
for writing/directing/producing a video for Minotaur 
Mazes called Navigation.  Lisa works with Intiman 
Theatre as a PR and Media Event Associate, and 
with the Hedgebrook Writer’s Conference as PR and 
Marketing guru. Lisa directed a screenplay reading at 
Theater Off Jackson that included many Cornish 
peeps. Actor Tom Skerritt loved it and the FilmSchool 
has asked her to remount it at ACT in the fall to kick 
off their new screenplay reading series. Lisa is also 
collaborating on a new play with Cornish alum Jose 
Gonzales (’89) and local actor Annette Toutonghi. 
 
1989 
Jose Gonzales  The Jose Gonzales Trio played at the 
Bellevue Jazz Festival this year, and continues to 
play monthly at both St. Clouds and Serafina in Seat-
tle. Last winter Jose played Cassio in Freehold Thea-
tre’s Othello, which went to the Monroe Correctional 
Complex, maximum security prison, where most in-
mates had never seen a play. The show also toured 
to the Monroe minimum security facility, Echo Glen 
juvenile center, and Purdy Women’s prison.  It was a 
humbling and moving experience. 
 
Kerry Skalsky  is currently Adjunct Faculty at Cor-
nish, teaching Literature of Theater. He taught Radio 
Drama in Pakistan to students at the University of 
Peshawar in summer '08, and in '07 he wrote and 
directed Que Dios nos Bendiga, which toured four 
countries in South America under the auspices of the 
US State Dept.  He is currently Director in Training at 
the Ernest Becker Foundation, and is developing 
workshops in reading Chekhov for the UW's Osher 
Life-long Learning program. Kerry will be spending 

July and August with Hal Ryder in Yemen, working on 
radio dramas with EARS,Inc. 
 
1990 
John Farrage   In the last year John has been doing a 
lot of commercial work, locally and in Port-
land.  Onstage, he performed in Betrayal at Seattle 
Rep, Romeo and Juliet as Friar Laurence with 
Wooden O, and in a staged reading of ACT Theatre's 
new play winner, Language Rooms.  This fall he will 
be performing in Stoppard's Rock and Roll at 
ACT.  John also directed a production of My Fair Lady 
at Centerstage as well as a stunning production of 
The Arabian Nights at Cornish with an amazingly tal-
ented group of seniors.  
 
Brendan Fraser Brendan’s most recent films include 
The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor, Adven-
ture at the Center of the Earth, G.I. Joe: The Rise of 
the Cobra, and Crowley, co-starring Harrison Ford, 
and recently filming in Portland.  
 
1991 
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1993 
Kerry Christianson continues to be busy and crea-
tively prolific in her job as Theatrical Director at Little 
Red Studio in Seattle.  The Studio puts up new shows 
almost weekly - made up of a mix of different art 
forms and expressions.  Kerry also got married on 
New Year's Day of this year to a wonderful man 
named Donn.  He decided to take her name so they 
are officially Donn and Kerry Christianson.  
 
Wayne Rawley  on May 27, 2009, Wayne and his wife 
Alyssa became the proud parents of Stella Kathleen 
Rawley, 8 lbs, 3 oz, 19 inches long. Everyone is doing 
great.  
 
1994 
C.S. Lee Is still playing the role of Vince Masuka on 
the Showtime hit Dexter, and has recently appeared 
in the feature films The Unborn starring Gary Oldman, 
and Tenderness starring Russell Crowe. 
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Peter Dylan O'Connor  worked as fight director on 
the Intiman Productions A Streetcar Named Desire 
and Crime and Punishment. He also appeared in All 
The King’s Men, also at Intiman. Peter is a member of 
the New Century Theatre Company, appearing in 
their inaugural production of The Adding Machine. 
Peter is also on the steering committee of 14/48, The 
World’s Quickest Theatre Festival. 
 
1995 
Chris Goodson is appearing as Sancho in The Dawn 
of Quixote: Chapter the First at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival this August.  
 
1998 
Meghan Arnette  continues to run LiveGirls! Theatre  
 
Jessica Chisum  last summer, Jessica could be 
“seen” as a baby triceratops at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. You can view the video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBdyhqt6d-
0&feature=related 
 
1999 
David Anthony Lewis Last fall and winter, David 
appeared in Big River and The Christmas Foundling 
at Taproot Theatre, and in Henry IV with Seattle 
Shakespeare Company.  This summer he can be 
seen in Taproot’s Sanders Family Reunion. 
 
Pamala Mijatov Appeared in theater simple’s touring 
production of The Snow Queen: Gerda’s Journey, 
touring around King County last fall. 
 
Amelia Rose Zirin-Brown  Recorded “This Light of 
Mine” with Grammy winning cellist Yo-Yo Ma, on his 
recently released recording Songs of Joy and Peace: 
Yo-Yo Ma and Friends. Amelia also performed all 
over NY in the fall with her group Lady Rizo and the 
Assettes Orchestra.  More info can be found on her 
website, www.ameliazirin-brown.com.  
 
2000 
Tavia Gilbert  In the spring of 2008, Tavia’s narration 
was chosen out of 200 auditions for Plain Tales, a 
new children’s audiobook publisher. Her work as cast-
ing director, director, narrator and producer continued 
for the 4th year for Literary Companion, for which she 
produced 8 full-cast projects concurrently, including 
Of Mice and Men, Death of a Salesman, and Ellen 
Foster. In the fall, Tavia performed the roles of Murel-
lus, Cinna and Messala in Portland Center Stage’s 
Julius Caesar. Tavia says the longer she is away from 
Cornish, the more grateful she is for the incredible 
education she received here. 
 
Rhonda Soikowski was married to 2004 Cornish 
Dance department Alum Bianca Cabrera last year.  
She is currently pursuing an MFA in Contemporary 
Performance at Naropa University in Boulder, CO, 

and was awarded a summer residency at Naropa to 
develop curriculum and performance for her Inte-
grated Thesis which she will present in the spring of 
2010.  www.soikowski.com 
 
2001 
Rik Deskin  played the title role in the critically ac-
claimed Hamlet; Jacques in As You Like It; Professor 
Meredith in the West Coast Premiere of Rosemary 
Poole-Carter’s The Little Death; was featured in a 
reading of Gin Hammond’s new play, Returning The 
Bones and was a Guest Star in Blood Squad Pre-
sents Santa Clause Your Face Off all with Eclectic 
Theatre Company at Odd Duck Studio. Rik was also 
a featured actor in Glory, Glory, Vanish at the Double 
Shot Theater Festival. Film roles included the Psy-
chiatrist in Queen of Wands and Jared in the online 
debut of Obsession and in an Alaska Airlines com-
mercial. Rik stage-managed the U.S. Debut of Gisèle 
Vienne and Dennis Cooper’s Jerk at On The Boards; 
was Technical Director on new renditions of Ghosts 
and Woyzeck at Eclectic Theater Company, and 
helped with the staging and lighting of David Natale’s 
Seattle Times Footlight Award winning one-man 
show, The Westerbork Serenade. As Artistic Director 
of ETC, Rik won a scholarship from the Eastside Arts 
Coalition to attend the Washington State Cultural 
Congress in April, 2009. Rik continues his work as an 
advocate for actors as President of the Screen Actors 
Guild Seattle Branch and on the Seattle AEA Liaison 
Committee. Rik also continues as an advocate for 
artists as Vice President of the Eastside Arts Coalition 
and works as a Stagehand with I.A.T.S.E Local 15. 
As a family man, Rik has two kids in college and two 
in Junior High and is now a Grandfather.  
 
Kate Huisentruit  appeared last September in The 
Chalk Boy, by Joshua Conkel (‘03) in New York. 
 
Courtney Sale-Manning  Last Fall,  Courtney di-
rected Joshua Conkel's ('03) IThe Chalk Boy in Los 
Angeles as a co-production with LA's Company of 
Angels and NYC's The Management (of which she is 
Co-Artistic Director).  In December, Courtney directed 
Kristen Kosmas' The Scandal! with NYC's The Man-
agement.  The production was commissioned by 
Randolph College in Lynchburg, VA and enjoyed a 
successful run there.  Courtney will begin graduate 
study this fall at UT Austin pursuing an MFA in Direct-
ing.   
 
MJ. Sieber has been an active member of The New 
Century Theatre company, appearing in their inaugu-
ral production of Elmer Rice’s The Adding Machine. 
This summer, MJ is appearing in Strawberry Theatre 
Workshop’s adaptation of The Elephant Man. 
 
2002 
Nicole (Boote) Beerman got married to Josh Beer-
man in September 2008. They proudly and happily 



live in Brooklyn. Nicole recently appeared at the Du-
plex Cabaret Theater in Monday Nights, New Voices. 
Nicole is currently appearing as the Manager in Res-
taurant Manager!  The Musical at Union Prime in 
NYC. 
 
Margot Bordelon  is currently living in Chicago.  She 
has recently directed Yes, This Really Happened to 
Me, with Theatre Seven, and prior to that was the Lit-
erary Manager at Lookingglass Theatre. 
 
Jake Hart is currently appearing in Othello with Fair-
banks Shakespeare Theatre in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
 
Megan Hill appeared in Intiman Theatre’s production 
of The Little Dog Laughed last summer. 
 
David Perez  David is a founding member and artistic 
director of Pavement Group, a new plays entity in Chi-
cago. In the past year, David directed Lipstick Traces 
by Greil Marcus, a workshop of milkmilklemonade By 
Joshua Conkel (TH ‘03) and just recently fracture/
mechanics by Mallery Avidon (TH ‘03).  
 
2003 
Mallery (McKay-Brook) Avidon’s just completed the 
first year of her MFA in Playwriting at Brown Univer-
sity. Her play fracture/mechanics had a Workshop at 
Brown and received readings as part of the Bakery 
Series at Live Girls! Theater in Seattle & The Salon 
Series at The Management in New York. The World 
Premiere of fracture/mechanics opened June 6th in 
Chicago, Directed by David Perez (’02) and produced 
by Pavement Group. Her short play Lies I Wish I Told 
You was produced at Little Theater @ The New Dixon 
Place in New York.  She looks forward to her final 
year at Brown under the new head of playwriting Erik 
Ehn, and is excited to begin teaching Introductory 
Screenwriting and Intermediate Playwriting to the un-
dergrads there.  
 
Holly Brewer  This past year, Holly was the voice of 
Keira Stokes in the Warner Brothers video game Fear 
2, Project Origin. Holly has also been slamming poetry 
with the Seattle Poetry Slam, and started a documen-
tary film production company which will release its first 
film in December 2009. Holly is the general manager 
of Doc Watson’s in Fremont, which takes up much of 
her time, but she does try to spend time with her hus-
band of 9 years and her dogs Elvis and Allison. 
 
Joshua Conkel  is the Co-Artistic Director (along with 
Courtney Sale) of The Management, a company 
based in New York City. Their work was mentioned in 
the December 2008 issue of American Theatre Maga-
zine. Joshua’s latest play, The Chalk Boy, opened to 
rave reviews in the Washington D.C. Fringe Festival.  
It later opened simultaneously in New York and L.A. 
Joshua also recently starred in a sitcom pilot Bad Ap-
ple. 

Amber Hubert  Amber Hubert currently resides in 
Los Angeles where she can be seen every Friday 
and Saturday night in the hit show Point Break Live 
which was recently mentioned on KCal, Extra, Hol-
lywood Access, E! News Weekend Edition and 
TMZ.  Other recent credits include the popular web 
series Every Other Wednesday and Hannah Mon-
tana: The Movie. 
 
Chris Laxamana Chris Laxamana now lives in Los 
Angeles where he’s currently working on the come-
dic web series, Every Other Wednesday, The se-
ries features Chris Laxamana & Matt Owen as two 
roommates who can’t get along. The series also 
features Ilene Graff as the therapist.  Ilene is best 
known to audiences as Marsha Owens, the mom 
on the long running ABC comedy Mr. Belve-
dere.  Cornish Alum Tim Evans was recently 
brought in as Director/Director of Photography for 
the project.  The series can be viewed at EveryOth-
erWednesday.com or on Facebook by searching 
“Every Other Wednesday.”  
 
Maya Lawson is based in Los Angeles.  In Octo-
ber she completed a run of The K of D: An Urban 
Legend, a one-woman show by Laura Shellhardt 
and produced by The Magic Theatre in San Fran-
cisco. 
 
Katherine Scharhon Over the past year Katherine 
finished her feature film script Rules for Drowning, 
acted in many short films, spec. commercials, and 
staged readings.  She is looking forward to acting 
in Bravo!FACT winners Eve Majzels and Coral 
Aiken's short film Vaudeville! being shot in Mont-
real, Canada in August of 2009.  Katherine cur-
rently resides in Brooklyn New York. 
www.katherinescharhon.com  
 
Erin Stewart  is recently appeared in Vrooommm! 
At LiveGirls in Seattle. The show is described as a 
NAScomedy, a super-charged spoof of America’s 
favorite sport.  
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2004 
Brenda Arellano  is now based in Chicago.  Last 
summer she appeared in Chicago Children’s Thea-
tre’s production of Esperanza Rising, as part of the 
Goodman Theatre’s Latino Theater Festival. 
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Brady Brophy-Hilton  is the Education Associate at 
Book-It Repertory Theatre in Seattle. Last spring she 
directed Under Milk Wood for the Cornish Theater 
Department’s Sophomore Ensemble.  
 
Dorothy Lemoult Stevens  is in the Drama Therapy 
Masters program at CIIS in California. In November 
she ran the 3rd annual National Playwriting Month 
Challenge. Dorothy is a an actor, playwright, director 
who relocated to San Francisco from Seattle. She is 
currently training to become a drama therapist and 
lives with her husband, Jeremy.  
 
Mandie O’Connell  and Ryan Mitchell  continue to 
create provocative, cross-disciplinary original theater 
pieces in the Implied Violence ensemble. In 2008, 
they won a Stranger Genius Award for their work.  
 
Lanise Antoine Shelley  has been living in Chicago 
and working with Milwaukee Rep. The summer she 
will be appearing as Portia in Julius Caesar and Tita-
nia in A Midsummer Night’s Dream at Shakespeare 
Santa Cruz.  Midsummer will be directed by Theater 
Department Chair Richard E.T. White.  
 
Terri Weagant has been quite busy this year working 
with Balagan Theatre and subbing at Cornish. In Au-
gust she will appear in Jane Wagner’s Search For 
Intelligent Life in the Universe, at Balagan.   
 
2005 
Kjerstine Anderson in three seasons with the Ore-
gon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland, Kjerstine has 
appeared as Helena in Midsummer, Liberty in Com-
edy of Errors, Natalie in Distracted, and many other 
roles. This season she is appearing in Servant of Two 
Masters and Alls Well That Ends Well.  Kjerstine will 
return to Cornish this fall to complete her BFA. 
 
Todd Bjurstrom in three season with OSF in Ash-
land, Todd has appeared as George in Our Town, 
Nell and Bronc in Comedy of Errors, Friar John in 
Romeo and Juliet, any many other roles. This season 
he is appearing in Servant of Two Masters, Henry 
VIII, and Much Ado About Nothing. 
 
Kat Turner is now Bhakti  and she is teaching yoga in 
Chicago. 
 
2006 
Don Darryl Rivera   Don has been incredibly busy as 
usual. This summer Don reprised the role of Tank in 
the remount of the hit musical, Zanna Don’t!, pro-
duced by Contemporary Classics.  He is also appear-
ing in Strawberry Theatre Workshop’s adaptation of 
The Elephant Man, and  next season will find him 
back at Seattle Children’s Theatre in If You Give A 
Mouse A Cookie and The Brementown Musicians.  
 
 

2007 
Theo Miller Last year, Theo started writing comedy 
for Badmash Studios.  It's a small animation studio in 
Berkeley, CA.  Post-production is underway for 
Doubtsourcing, an original animated series about a 
dysfunctional IT department in Bangalore.  
 
2008 
Diana Huey completed a year long internship with 
Milwaukee Repertory theatre last May.  She stayed in 
Milwaukee to appear with First Stage Children’s 
Theater in their tour of 1000 Cranes. Once back 
home in Seattle, Diana reprised her role in Zanna 
Don’t!, and looks forward to making the rounds of 
auditions for the fall season. 
 
Joshua May Joshua moved to Portland in January of 
2009. He is working a survival job, while preparing 
monologues for auditions, and creating a website. 
Joshua has been networking with Magenta Theatre in 
Portland. 
 
2009 
Joetta Wright, Dylan K. Sladky, Mariel Neto and 
Jeffrey Frieders will be interns with Milwaukee Rep-
ertory Theatre for the 2009-2010 season.   

Women of Trachis Fall 2008 
Photo by Michelle Smith-Lewis 
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Faculty Notes 
Kathleen Collins This past year, Kathleen inaugurated 
the first ever 10 Minute Play Festival at Cornish, where 
Original Works students wrote, directed and acted in 
their own 10 minute plays. Kathleen also directed two 
student-written one acts as part of the Cornish New 
Works Festival. 
 
Gretta Harley Gretta is currently composing music for 
Intiman’ production of Abe Lincoln in Illinois. In addi-
tion, she has composed for UMO Ensemble’s The Rub-
ble Women, and the Cornish productions of Good Per-
son of Szechwan and Arabian Nights. This summer her 
band with Sarah Rudinoff, We Are Golden, is playing 
The Triple Door, Bumbershoot and the West Seattle 
Summer Fest. We Are Golden also completed a mini 
tour in LA and NYC, playing at Arlene’s Grocery.  
Gretta was the featured composer in the “Schizoid Mu-
sic Series” in May at the Cornelia Street Café in Green-
wich Village. 
 
Elizabeth Heffron In January, Elizabeth’s new play 
BONITA received a workshop production with equity 
actors, as part of the University of Washington's first-
ever New Play Workshop.  Desdemona Chiang di-
rected the play, and Valerie Curtis-Newton served as 
dramaturg. Elizabeth's one-act play FOXY POPULI 
received a 2008 Seattle Times Footlight Award for its 
production as part of Annex Theatre's eco-friendly 
event called KEEP THE LIGHT ON. Her short play, 
SLUMBER, was produced by NextStage's The Nexus 
Project at the Richard Hugo House and at Bumber-
shoot, last August through September. 
 
Jeanmarie Higgins is one of a team of playwrights 
who are collaborating with video game designers to 
create a "Virtual Performance Factory," a live/
interactive audience experience, part of the CHAT 
(stands for Collaborations: Humanities, Arts & Technol-
ogy) Festival taking place at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill in February 2010. 
 
Marya Sea Kaminski  wrote and directed a new play 
titled, The Last in the Doom Series for the NEXUS One 
Act Play Festival at Hugo House in August 2008. It won 
the Audience Choice Award. n Autumn 2008, Marya 
played one of the leads in a new independent feature 
film titled Dichotomy, directed by Jay Purcell with Funk-
Buddha Productions. It will have its national premiere in 
2010. Marya also played the role of Elsa in Athol Fu-
gard's celebrated play The Road to Mecca at the Seat-
tle Repertory Theatre, directed by Leigh Silverman. 
And finally, she was just awarded a CityArtist Grant 
from the Seattle Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs to 
develop and direct a new performance spectacle titled 
Condo Millennium, opening at the Northwest Film Fo-
rum in May 2010.  

Alyssa Keene  stayed busy dialects coaching at ACT 
(Intimate Exchanges, A Christmas Carol, Jekyll and Hyde), 
Seattle Children's Theatre (I Was a Rat!),  Seattle Reper-
tory Theatre (The Road to Mecca), and in Houston at 
Theater Under the Stars (Cabaret).  As an actor, she per-
formed at Theater Schmeater in Adventures in Mating and 
at the Intiman Theater in the All the King's Men.  Addition-
ally, she began working with elementary through high 
school students as a vocal coach at Jack Straw Studios, 
helping young authors give voice to their poetry, scripts, 
and personal narratives.  Her band, Purty Mouth, contin-
ues to perform around Seattle and will be a part of ACT's 
Central Heating Lab this August, performing their show 
"The Weddin' Sangers" as the companion piece to Das 
Barbecu. 
 
Robert Macdougall Bob has been really busy this year.  
He choreographed fights for theatres in Germany, and has 
also done guest artists stints in Australia, Taiwan and Thai-
land. Bob also taught stage combat at Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity. He continues to be very active in the Society of 
American Fight Directors and the practice of Feldenkrais. 
 
Kate Myre  served as President of the Cornish Faculty 
Senate 2008-2009. She was proud to participate in the 
successful fund-raiser for Elizabeth Heffron (and Annie & 
Anita) in June with her esteemed colleagues form Cornish, 
and will be directing a staged reading of Shirley Lauro's A 
Piece of My Heart for Centerstage this October. 
 
Lisa Norman served as Dialect Coach for A Streetcar 
Named Desire at Intiman Theater, for Saint Heaven at 
Village Theater and for Twilight: Los Angeles at North 
Seattle Community College.   She also performed in 
the fundraiser “Orion Out Loud” for the Orion Center 
and in the performance art installation “The Unre-
quited” in Georgetown’s Artopia.  
 
Patti Pimento (nee Kathryn Mesney) Kathryn legally 
changed her name to Patti Pimento this year. She most 
recently performed in a 10 minute radio play on the Voice 
of Vashon, and in May performed in a reading of a new 
screenplay by Kevin Rexroat, She Can’t Stay With Me, 
directed by Lisa Halpern (‘87). 
 
Hal Ryder will be spending the end of July thru the begin-
ning of September 2009 working on radio drama in 
Yemen. This is the continuation of the work Hal did in the 
summer of 2008 in Pakistan. When he returns,  Hal will be 
on his way to  Juneau, Alaska to direct The Mikado with 
Juneau Lyric Opera. 
 
Richard E.T. White directed Twelfth Night for the Univer-
sity of Washington’s PATP, and Maxim Gorki’s drama Phil-
istines at the American Conservatory Theatre. This sum-
mer he is directing A Midsummer Night’s Dream at Shake-
speare Santa Cruz, featuring Cornish alumna Lanise An-
toine Shelley (’04) as Titania. 
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Watch for our Theater Department Fall 2009 Season! 
Productions will include: 

 
Unity 1918 by Kevin Kerr, directed by Marya Sea Kaminski 
October 23-25, 2009, Poncho Concert Hall 
 
Anon(ymous) by Naomi Iizuka, directed by Rick Smith 
October 29-November 2, 2009, MC6, Studio 1 (9th and Republican) 
 
The Thugs by Adam Bock directed Desdemona Chiang 
November 5-8, 12-14 2009, MCC, Studio 102 
 
The Philadelphia Story by Phillip Barry, directed by Carol Roscoe 
November 5-8 2009, Raisbeck Performance Hall 
 
The Crucible Project an Ensemble creation by the Seniors, Lee Eisler and Robin Lynn Smith, 
directed by Robin Lynn Smith 
November 19-23, 2009, Raisbeck Performance Hall 
 
The Rimers of Eldritch by Lanford Wilson, directed by John Vreeke 
December 10-14, 2009, MC6, Studio 1 
 
Senior Cabaret, devised by Timothy McCuen Piggee and Gretta Harley 
December 16-18, 2009, Raisbeck Performance Hall 
…..And much more! 
 
Tickets for Alumni are only $5.00!! 
 
Also, in Spring 2010, as part of our Winter New Works event, we will be workshopping 
a new play written by Professor Bonnie Cohen, based on her experiences working with 
women in prison; we’ll be expanding our ten-minute plays festival, and we are collabo-
rating with the departments of Dance, Music and Performance Production to present 
another big musical.   


