
 

art    dance    design    music    performance production    theater 

 
 
 
 

1000 Lenora Street    Seattle  WA  98121    (206) 726-5011    www.cornish.edu  

   
 
 
 

 

Contact Information:  

Meike Kaan 

Director of Communications 

206.726.5169 / mkaan@cornish.edu  

Schelleen Rathkopf 

Communications Associate 

206.726.5011 / srathkopf@cornish.edu 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 17, 2007 
 
Cornish College of the Arts Selects Carver Gayton, PhD for 2007 Honorary Degree 
 
SEATTLE, WA – Carver Gayton, PhD, has been selected to receive an Honorary Degree at 
Cornish College of the Arts, to be presented at the Cornish Commencement Ceremony on May 
15, 2007 at 2:00 pm at Benaroya Hall in the S. Mark Taper Foundation Auditorium, located at 200 
University Street in downtown Seattle.  
 
“I have long admired the wonderful contributions Cornish has made to the arts community of the 
Seattle area.” Gayton writes. “My father, son and cousin were direct beneficiaries of Cornish 
programs and I’m deeply honored to have been selected as the recipient of this year’s Honorary 
Degree.” In addition to receiving this recognition, Dr. Gayton will also address the Class of 2007 
as the commencement speaker. 
 
The Cornish College of the Arts Class of 2007 includes 168 students. Of those, 142 students will 
receive Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees and 26 students will receive Bachelor of Music degrees.  
 
About Carver C. Gayton, PhD 
Dr. Gayton is the Executive Director of the Northwest African American Museum in Seattle. He is 
also a workforce development/education consultant and teaches at the Evans School of Public 
Affairs, University of Washington. Dr. Gayton’s career has involved him in various roles within the 
university, government and private sectors. He served as Commissioner of the Washington State 
Employment Security Department from 1997 to 2001. Previously he was Corporate Director of 
College & University Relations for the Boeing Company. Prior to coming to Boeing, he was an 
Assistant Professor of Public Administration at Florida State University in Tallahassee, and an 
Instructor in Political Science as well as Director of Affirmative Action and Staff Training at the 
University of Washington. He was also a Teacher of History and English at his alma mater, 
Garfield High School in Seattle. 
 
Over the years Dr. Gayton has served on a wide variety of national, state and local boards, 
including the University of Washington Alumni Association where he served as president; the 
National Advisory Panel, National Center for Postsecondary Governance and Finance; Seattle 
Municipal League; Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges; Pacific Science Center; 
KCTS-Channel 9 Board of Trustees; Board Chairman of Pioneer Human Services; Seattle School 
Board; Chairman, Independent Colleges of Washington Board of  Trustees; and Chairman, The 
National Center for Occupational Research and Development Board of Directors. He has been a 
keynote speaker at national, state, regional and local conferences regarding educational reform 
issues. He has been a featured speaker in Amsterdam, Turkey, Canada, Jamaica and Bermuda 
on topics related to global education issues. 
 
Dr. Gayton is the recipient of numerous awards and recognitions, including membership with the 
University of Washington Oval Club Upperclassmen’s Scholastic and Activities Honorary; Who’s 
Who Among Black Americans; Who’s Who in American Education; University of Washington 
Husky Legend; University of Washington Athletic Department Husky Hall of Fame; University of 
Washington Football Legend; University of Washington Alumni Association Distinguished Service 
Award; Fredrick Douglass Distinguished Scholars Honor Society, and Blacks in Government 
Outstanding Citizen Award. In 1993, the National Association of Partnerships in Education 
honored him as the recipient of the McKee Award, that organization’s highest recognition.  
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All of Dr. Gayton’s degrees are from the University of Washington: Ph.D. Political Science; Master 
of Public Administration and Bachelor of Arts in History. Carver Gayton was born and raised in 
Seattle and is married with four children              
 
About Cornish College of the Arts 
Cornish College of the Arts provides aspiring artists with the educational opportunities to become 
professionals in their fields.  The College offers Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees in Art, Dance, 
Design, Performance Production and Theater, and a Bachelor of Music degree.  It is one of three 
private colleges in the United States focusing on both the performing and visual arts, and the only 
college of its kind in the Northwest. The College is accredited by the Northwest Association of 
Schools and Colleges, and the National Association of Schools of Art and Design and has a 
national reputation for its faculty, curriculum, and student performance and exhibition 
opportunities. 
 
Since its founding by Nellie Cornish in 1914, Cornish College of the Arts has contributed to the 
nation’s cultural and intellectual heritage through its alumni and faculty. Historically, these figures 
include choreographers and dancers Merce Cunningham, Martha Graham, Syvilla Fort and 
Bonnie Bird; composer John Cage; painters Mark Tobey, William Cumming, and William Ivey; 
photographer Imogen Cunningham; educator Calvin B. Cady and broadcaster Chet Huntley, to 
name just a few. More recently these figures are joined by Brendan Fraser (film actor), Patrick 
Haskett (painter), Steve Jenson (sculptor), Paul Owen Lewis (illustrator), Lois Rathvon 
(dancer/choreographer), Evyind Kang (violinist/composer), Jarrad Powell and Joshua Kohl 
(composers).  And, the College continues to represent the Northwest’s largest concentration of 
professional artists dedicated to instruction. 
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