
  

 

The Merce Cunningham minEvent  Project  
 
The Cornish College of the Arts Dance Department will stage a 
minEvent by modern dance icon and Cornish alumnus Merce 
Cunningham (1919-2009). Project activities will span the 2010-11 
academic year and will include performances, master classes, 
lectures, open rehearsals, and community outreach activities in 
partnership with local educational and cultural institutions. The 
minEvent project will commemorate Cunninghamôs artistic legacy, 
honoring his creative partnership with composer John Cage and their 
association with Cornish. 
 
The minEvent  will present an uninterrupted sequence of excerpts 
drawn from three Cunningham dances: Roaratorio (1983), Fabrications 
(1987), and Enter (1993). The dance will be performed to music by 
John Cage, performed live by the Cornish Music Departmentôs student 
Indeterminacy Ensemble. Former Cunningham dancer Patricia Lent 
will stage the dance during a 3-week residency in Fall 2010 that will 
include master classes, lectures, and open rehearsals. The residency 
will culminate with performances in the Collegeôs Main Gallery in 
conjunction with Cunningham in the Northwest, a multidisciplinary art 
exhibition that will explore the connection between the groundbreaking 
choreographer and his hometown region. The exhibit will feature 
archival materials and contemporary work by Seattle artists, including 
Barbara Robertson and Trimpin. 
 
The minEvent will subsequently be performed with live music as part of the November 2010 Cornish Dance 
Theater Fall Concert. Additional site specific performances of the minEvent will take place during the spring 
semester at the Seattle Art Museum, the Olympic Sculpture Park, ACT Theater and a Seattle Theater Group 
season dance presentation. Lecture-demonstrations will also be presented at local schools. For a full schedule 
of public events, please see the Calendar of Events. 

 
Dance Department Chair Kitty Daniels states,  ñThis 
project will honor the legacies of Cunningham and Cage 
by placing artistic collaboration at the center of campus 
life for the entire academic year.  Performing the 
minEvent will provide our students with a personal 
connection to their artistic heritage, challenge them to 
develop new artistic skills, and expose them to 
contemporary site-specific performance practices.ò 
 
The Cunningham  minEvent Project has been made 
possible by the National Endowment for the Arts as part 
of American Masterpieces: Three Centuries of Artistic 
Genius, with additional support from the Bossak/
Heilbron Charitable Foundation.  
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Nationally-recognized choreographer Robert Battle conducted a visiting artist residency in the Cornish Dance 
Department in October 2009. Assisted by Battleworks dancer Erika Pujic, Battle staged his dance Rush Hour 
(1998) and taught master classes to the department students. Public events during the residency included a 
lecture demonstration that included a performance of Rush Hour, and an open rehearsal. The residency 
culminated in the performance of Rush Hour on the Cornish Dance Theater Fall 2009 Concert. 
 
A former member of the Parsons Dance Company, Robert Battle founded Battleworks Dance Company in 
2001. Battleworks has performed extensively in New York City and across the country at such venues as The 
Joyce Theater, Dance Theater Workshop, American Dance Festival, and Jacobôs Pillow Dance Festival. In 
addition to creating dances for Battleworks, Robert Battle has been commissioned to create works for the 
Hubbard Street Repertory Ensemble, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Ailey II, River North Dance 
Company, Koresh Dance Company, Introdans, and PARADIGM. In 2005, he was honored at the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts as a ñMaster of African-American Choreographyò. In May 2010, he was named 
successor to Judith Jamison as artistic director of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, a post he will 
assume in 2011. 
 
The cast of Rush Hour found the challenge of the dance and 
the experience of working with Battle and Pujic inspirational. 
Reflecting on her experience, one student said, ñI learned 
that everything needs to come from your gut and dance will 
become more real to me and the audience if itôs coming from 
deep inside me. Using real emotion to dance is the best 
thing to have if you want to become a professional dancer.ò 
Battle and Pujic enjoyed the departmentôs atmosphere and 
the enthusiasm of our students. Pujic commented, ñStudents 
are very well-trained at Cornish. Their hunger to want to 
learn is very refreshing and makes it easier for the teacher 
to push them to their limits!ò 
 
Funding for the Robert Battle residency was provided by the 
Bossak/Heilbron Charitable Foundation. 

Robert Battle 2009 Residency  

VISITING ARTISTS 

Chastity Wilson, Autumn Oftedal, Keon Saghari, Sarah Lustbader, Amy Johnson, Molly Sides and 
Kaitlin Keegan in Robert Battleôs Rush Hour 

Robert Battle conducting class for Cornish students 
Photo by Malia Trick 
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Welcome Assistant Professor Iyun Harrison  
 
The Dance Department is  pleased to welcome Iyun Harrison to our 
core faculty. A native of St. Andrew, Jamaica, Iyun earned a BFA in 
Dance from the Juilliard School and an MFA in Dance from Hollins 
University/American Dance Festival. Over the 13 years of his 
performing career in New York City, he danced with Arthur Mitchellôs 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, Ballet Hispanico of New York, National 
Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica and Ailey II. He has appeared 
as guest artist with Connecticut Ballet, Buglisi Dance Theatre and 
Lubbock Ballet. He has also taught and choreographed for the 
Juilliard Dance Ensemble, Ailey School, American Dance Festival, 
Jamaica School of Dance, University of the West Indies at Cave Hill 
ï Barbados, and University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His 
choreography has been selected for the regional gala performance 
of the American College Dance Festival at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign and for the national American College Dance 
Festival at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. Prior to joining 
the Cornish faculty, he taught at Webster University. 
 
Iyun is excited to join the Cornish faculty. He comments "The 
Cornish Dance Department has a long tradition of developing 
excellently trained, innovative dance artists. The faculty represents 
a wealth of knowledge and their holistic approach to rigorous, 
professionally focused dance education fosters the utmost in their 
students. I look forward to engaging and sharing with these 
talented young artists who seem focused and eager to achieve 
excellence in their craft." 
 

Faculty & Staff News  

 
Byron Au Yong  composed music for Olivier Wever/Whim W'him's 3Seasons at On the Boards, Donald Byrd/
Spectrum Dance Theatre's Farewell at The Moore Theatre, and Portland Taiko's Ten Tiny Taiko Dances at 
the Portland Center for the Performing Arts. He was artist-in-residence at both New York University and Yale, 
where he had workshops of his opera Stuck Elevator at the Museum of Chinese in America, Chen Dance 
Theatre, Pearl Studios, and at the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. In addition, Byron was a guest 
lecturer in the Department of Social & Cultural Analysis at NYU. Byron was guest curator for 12 Minutes Max 
at On the Boards and for the Columbia City Gallery. He continues to serve on a community advisory 
committee for the Wing Luke Asian Museum. 
 
Steve Casteel performed at On the Boardsô The A.W.A.R.D Show in Deborah Wolfôs The Hipdeep Family.   
  
Kitty Daniels  taught at the Dance Fremont 2010 Contemporary Summer Dance Program and staged 
Pantheon on Fremont Danceworks. Her reflective writing course exercises were included in Dance Writing 
Handbook (editor Wendy Oliver), published by Human Kinetics.  She serves on the editorial board of the 
Journal of Dance Medicine and Science. 
 
Pat Hon was a Dance Consultant at the Singapore Arts School over the summer, teaching and adjudicating 
for auditions.  She also taught master classes for the Singapore dance community. 
 
Tonya Lockyer  performed as a soloist in Mark Haimôs Goldberg Variations at Bumbershoot, and Eve Gentryôs 
Tenant in the Street with Chamber Dance Company. Footage from the Gentry performance accompanied by 
an interview with Tonya will soon be released on DVD.   She taught a choreographic workshop at Dance 
Fremont and guest taught at Reed College in Portland.   Tonya was one of only twenty-four panelists invited 
to speak at The 2010 Missouri State University Public Affairs Conference: The New Economy Peril and 
Promise, where she discussed the importance of the Arts in the current economy with national leaders in 
government, business and education.  Tonya also presented pre-show lectures for UWôs Meany Hall on 

DANCE DEPARTMENT FACULTY & STAFF NEWS  

Iyun Harrison 
Photo by Gene Schiavone 
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Richard Alston and for On the 
Boards on Pina Bausch and Diane 
Szeinblum.  Her research on Merce 
Cunningham was presented at UC 
Riversideôs Dance Under 
Construction Conference.  Canadian 
soloist Caileen Bennett 
commissioned Tonya to create a 
solo that premiered in Calgary and 
Tonya choreographed a solo for the 
UW MFA Concert to be presented by 
Chop Shop in 2011.  Tonya was 
awarded an MFA from the University 
of Washington in June where she 
taught a graduate level course Live 
Art and Choreographic Culture 
Since 1960 for the new Center for 

Performance Studies and Dance Department. 
 
Tim Lynch produced and performed in Seattle Dance Projectôs Project Earth and Three, and danced in Chop 
Shop Bodies of Work in Bellevue. He guest taught at Western Washington University. 
  
Wade Madsen teaches regularly at Velocity Dance Center and collaborated with Nancy Cranbourne for a 
performance in Boulder, CO.  He choreographed A Christmas Carol at ACT Theater, the Break A Heart show 
at On the Boards in February, and a dance for Dance Fremont. 
 
Lodi McClellan  taught Dance History to summer students at Pacific Northwest Ballet.  She taught pointe and 
Dance History to summer students at Cornish College of the Arts, and ballet and pointe at Dance Fremont.  
She conducted the UW Chamber Dance Company Pre-Performance Lectures for the works of Charles 
Weidman (Lynchtown), Joseph Gifford (The Pursued), Daniel Nagrin (Strange Hero), Donald McKayle (Dinkôs 
Blues, from Rainbow Round My Shoulder), Jane Dudley (Harmonica Breakdown), Eve Gentry (Tenant of the 
Street), and Bill T. Jones (D-Man in the Waters).  She delivered a mini-lecture about the Paris Opera Ballet 
prior to a Northwest Film Forum screening of La Danse in February.  In April, Lodi spoke to the UW Dance 
Senior Seminar class about her professional career since 1980. 
 
Kathi McCormick  enjoyed another week of 
teaching at Summer Dance Lab in Walla 
Walla in June.  She taught at the Johansen 
Olympia Dance Center in August.   
 
Christina McNeil taught at the Northwest 
School, Allegro Performing Arts Academy, 
Harbor Dance and Westlake Dance Center, 
the Boulder Jazz Dance Workshop and 
Broadway Bound last summer.  She also 
taught at Inspire Pilates + SPX and directed 
the Harbor Dance Performance Company.  
She choreographed for Bellevue Community 
Collegeôs Eastside Moving Company and 
Interweave Dance Theater in Boulder, CO.  
She also choreographed for the Group Health 
Gala in October, featuring Cornish students 
and alums, and a piece for the Sea Gals, the 
Seahawks NFL cheerleaders.  She performed 
with Interweave Dance Theater in Boulder.  
Christy  will be entering the University of 
Washington Dance MFA program. 
 

DANCE DEPARTMENT FACULTY & STAFF NEWS  

Devon Sasaki, Ingrid Porter, Danielle Hammer, Kelton Roth and Sally Kreimendahl in 
Steve Casteelôs Exceptional in Beige 

Danielle Hammer, Julia Cross, Autumn Oftedal, Sarah Lustbader, Kaitlin 
Keegan and Music Department Students in Corrie Befortôs Cut Chalk 
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Michele Miller  performed in the Break A Heart show at On the Boards, choreographed a piece for Evoke 
Production's Full Tilt, and was a Guest Instructor at the University of Oregon, Eugene. She recently completed 
the Anatomy Trains workshop in Portland, a myofascial workshop, and travelled to Hong Kong with a group of 
7 Kung Fu students in August.   Last September, Michele helped host her Hong Kong Kung Fu and Tai Chi 
teacher with four of his students while he taught public workshops and classes in both Tai Chi and Northern 
Shaolin. 
 
Angela Rinaldi -Gribas performed in Meet the Biscottis, an interactive mafia musical dinner theater show. 
 
Alia Swersky  choreographed Above the Horizon for Cornish senior Miranda Chisholm-Simsô BFA solo.  She 
works with the experimental dance/music ensemble Radiosonde.  Alia collaborated with KT Niehoff on a duet 
for the 2010 Northwest New Works Festival in June and taught at the 17

th
 Annual Seattle Festival of Dance 

Improvisation.  Alia graduated as a Certified Nutritional Therapist with the National Therapy Association in 
May. 
 
Malia Trick taught several master classes for A Justice Networkôs Rotation series and provided technical 
support for Splinter Dance Companyôs performance at the Artist Trustôs Annual Benefit Auction Golden.  She 
performed with Lucia Neareôs Theatrical Wonders at the 2010 Artist Trust Benefit Art Auction and 
choreographed The Wrecking Crewôs production of Much Ado About Nothing. 
 
Christine Weh  performed works by Amy Weaver and Karen Brown with Sapience Dance Company in 
November 2009 at The Fremont Abbey.  She gave birth to a beautiful baby girl in June 2010! 
 
Deborah Wolf ôs The Hipdeep Family was originally created for the Men In Dance Festival in October, 2008.  It 
was performed for the A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009, produced by the Joyce Theater Foundation and On the 
Boards with support from the Boeing Company.  Deborah also co-choreographed Deep Yellow with Molly 
Scott for Cornish senior Abbie Northcottôs BFA solo.  She choreographed a new work for the Eastside Moving 
Company titled Broad Way and staged 2 works for the Bellingham Reparatory Dance Company.  Deborah 
serves on the producing board for the Men In Dance 2010 Festival in October and sat on the choreographic 
awards panel for the University of Washington. 
 

 

DANCE DEPARTMENT FACULTY & STAFF NEWS  

Elissa Eskridge, Catherine Swedberg, Lyndsey Wooton, Carla Negrete Martinez, Sarah Butler and Eliza Wiener  
in Timothy Lynchôs UR Brand 
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Working Togetheré 
 
Ezra Dickinson  (2007) and Jim Kent  (2005) performed in Mark Haimôs Goldberg Variations at Bumbershoot 
in September.  
Kathryn Hubbard  (2002), Tukwila Zimmerman  (2004) and Heather Eichorst  (2008) teach for Julie 
McMurray  (1987) at the Woodinville Dance Academy.  

 
Jamie Karlovich  (2007) and Maya 
Soto  (2003) performed in Seattleôs 
Full Tilt 2009 with current Cornish 
students Amy Johnson, Rebecca 
Kalnasy, Callin Regan, Lavinia Vago 
and Markeith Wiley. 
 
Jim Kent  (2005), Jess Klein  (2001) 
and Belle Wolf  (2008) performed with 
Scott/Powell Performance at On the 
Boardsô 2009 Northwest New Works 
Festival.  Ellie Sandstrom  (2001) 
joined them for the 2010 premier of 
HOME at Seattleôs Erickson Theater.   
 
Christine Weh (2005), Karen Grady -
Brown  (2006) and Amy Weaver  
(2005) performed with Sapience 
Dance Collective in November. 
 
Multiple Cornish alums performed in 
the 2010 Choreographic Showcase 
Darkhorse, including Lilianna Koledin  

(2007), Clarissa Castro  (2007), and 
Sarah Glesk  (2006) with Alloy Dance 

Project; Natascha Greenwalt -Murphy  (2005) with Coriolis Dance Collective; Anna Connor  (2009) with 
current Cornish student Markeith Wiley, and Tesee George (2003), Kara (Dominick) Burrows  (2006), 
Jessica Schroeder  (2007), Lilianna Koledin  (2007), and Karen Grady -Brown  (2006) with Dance 
Contemporary.   

 
1978 

Dean Speer  is the founding director of the Chehalis (WA) Ballet Center, former artistic director of the 
Chattanooga Ballet, a regular contributor to Ballet-Dance Magazine, and now a published author of On 
Technique, a look into the careers and teaching philosophies of respected ballet figures. He will be guest 
teaching at the Fort Wayne Ballet and University of Utah Ballet Department. He taught for the NW Dance 
Intensive in 2009 and 2010.   
 

1983 
Terre Bluse  is a ballet instructor and choreographer at the Debra Messinger Dance Academy in Stevenson, 
WA. 
 

1984 
Yazmin Zinc Wood  created choreography and stylized movement for Southwestern Collegeôs collaborative 
production of Shakespeareôs Romeo and Juliet with the South Central Kansas Regional Symphony. Along 
with choreography, Yazmin has been providing instruction in rehabilitative exercises, as well as administrative 
leadership for Wood Chiropractic Clinic in Arkansas City. 
 

1987 
Julie McMurray  has owned the Woodinville Dance Academy (WA) for 9 years where she employs many 
Cornish graduates as her faculty. 
Kate Pagliasotti  is an acupuncturist in Portland, Oregon. 

DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS  

Markeith Wiley, Calie Swedberg,  Lindsey Wooton, Ian Randall and Chantael Duke 
in Synapses by Wade Madsen 
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1990 
Alison Cockrill  teaches social dances at Seattleôs Century Ballroom and assisted Hallie Kuperman in setting 
a dance for Cornish Dance Theaterôs Fall 2009 Concert. 
Sara Pickett  continues to work at Oregon State Hospital as an occupational therapist in the neuropsychiatry 
program where she incorporates movement into her practice.  She is the president-elect for the state OT 
association.   

1990 
Kristen Torok  has been accepted into the Dance MFA program at Mills. She plans to continue teaching, 
choreographing, and performing in the Bay Area.   

1991 
Diana Cardiff  is currently studying American Sign Language at Seattle Central Community College, working 
towards becoming an ASL Interpreter. Recently, she has choreographed for various venues including Teatro 
Zinzanni (Under The Gypsy Moon), Seattle Repertory Theater (Speech and Debate), and Rebar's Brown 
Derby Series (Mary Poppins). In February, her work was shown in a choreographer showcase at Seattleôs On 
the Boards entitled Break A Heart and she recently curated for OtBôs 12 Min. Max.  
 

1992 
Stacee Raber Nault teaches dance and musical theater in the Seattle area and will be teaching a new Vocal 
Performance for Dance course at Cornish in Fall 2010. 
 

1993 
Kristina Dillard  is part of Big Red Dance in Seattle. 
Erin Mitchell  presented a work in a 2009 12 Min. Max Showcase at On the Boards, Seattle. 
 

1994 
Holley Farmer  created twelve roles and performed in fifty-one of Merce Cunningham's pieces ranging from 
1956's Suite for Five to Nearly Ninety, Merce's last creation. Her career in the company from 1997-2009 saw 
highlights such as Loosetime (2002) and many reconstructions where she performed the female lead, 
originally opposite Merce.  She has been teaching at the Merce Cunningham Dance Studio. She is a female 
lead in Twyla Tharpôs ñCome Fly Awayò on Broadway, earning rave reviews. 
Gerard  Theoret  completed over two years as artistic 
director of Cirque de Soleilôs Corteo. 
Vanessa Gebers Wylie teaches in the Cornish 
Preparatory Dance Program and other Seattle schools. 
 

1995 
Corrie Franz Cowart teaches dance at Muhlenberg 
College in Pennsylvania. 
 

1996 
Kristen Tsiatsios created a site specific work for the Fall 
2009 Cornish Dance Theater Concert. 
 

1997 
Alethea Adsitt  is a 1

st
-year physical therapy student at 

Long Island University in Brooklyn where she 
will specialize in Dance Medicine.  She still finds time to 
practice yoga and Pilates and take class at Movement 
Research and Mark Morris Dance Group's studio, and 
hopes to return to dancing and choreographing soon.   
Amie Baca directs and teaches at Pilates on Tenth in 
Seattle. 
Michelle de la Vega  is involved with the Vet Art Project in Seattle that helps veterans and their family 
members work in collaboration with artists. She has been working with the participants to create ñDream 
Houseò pillows through writing, collage and drawing. She was featured in a May New York Times article for 
renovating her garage into a designer home. 

 
 

DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS  

Lavinia Vago and Elissa Eskridge in  
Deborah Wolfôs Jamlooprumble 
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1998 
Megan Boyd  is teaching dance at Saint Annôs School and Hunter College, and dancing with Luka Kito and 
Sara Rudner.  She will be artist-In-residence at Sarah Lawrence College in fall 2010. 
River Morgan  has been teaching yoga, dance, and gyrotonics in Aspen, Colorado and beyond.  She has 
taught as a guest teacher at spas in Texas, Mexico, California and Hawaii. 
Kelly Parker  is the Senior Case Manager/Site Manager for CASA El Dorado in South Lake Tahoe, CA. 
Beginning in Fall 2010, she is planning to attend the Institute of Transpersonal Psychology to receive her 
Masters in Counseling Psychology.   
 

1999 
Corrie Befort is producing her choreography and dance films in Seattle and around the country. She 
presented a lecture on dance for camera at Cornish in 2009, and choreographed a new work for Cornish 
Dance Theaterôs Spring 2010 Concert that will also be performed at On the Boardsô 2010 Northwest New 
Works Festival. 
Rachel Feinberg  has been teaching yoga full time since 2004. She is the director and co-owner of a yoga 
studio in Cobble Hill, Brooklyn. In 2009, she was accepted into a two-year intensive training program at the 
Iyengar Institute in NY. 

Alianna Jaqua  has been in NY for two years performing at the Joyce Soho, Upright 
Citizens Brigade, Broadway Comedy club and The Creek. She choreographed for 
Reggie Wattsô show Transition and Andy Roccoôs Hipster Show while taking classes 
with Christine Wright. She is continuing to study yoga and Pilates.  
Noelle Stiles  lives in Portland, OR where she is currently developing new work with 
visual artist Danielle Kelly. She was awarded the Caldera Artist Residency and 
Cirque du Soleil grant in support of current work.  In 2009 she exhibited and 
presented work at the Las Vegas Contemporary Art Center. She created a dance 
class series with Kathleen Keogh titled Heavy Rotation. She is currently curating 
and heading into 2

nd
 season of Heavy Rotation and continuing to work as arts 

administrator for PICAôs Time-based Art Festival and as a graphic designer for 
Linda Austin/Performance Works Northwest. 
 

2000 
Elizabeth Cortez  choreographed for Open Circle Theaterôs Production of The 
Woman in Black in Seattle. 
Ellie Sandstrom continues to teach and perform in the Seattle area. She presents 
her choreography through her group Sandstrom Movement, which performed at On 
the Boardsô 2009 Northwest New Works Festival. 
 

2001 
Ashley A. Friend  is currently living and working in NYC.  She had her second 
season at Joyce SoHo in April 2010 and premiered I Hate John and Honey 
Flat.  Her project-based company, The Contemporary Dance Core, started in 
2006.  Friend teaches dance in Brooklyn, Harlem, Manhattan, and Queens.  
Jeffrey Froome  is a Gyrotonics trainer in Seattle. 
Jess Klein  continues to dance with Scott/Powell Performance. She choreographed 
and performed in Reggie Watt's and Tommy Smith's theater piece Transition at On 
the Boards and danced in Karn Junkinsmith's film The Chronicles of Cleo and Jack. 

She created glittery cabaret dance with Fae Stout and The Heavenly Spies and performed at Seattleôs Can 
Can, Triple Door and Moore Theater. Jess teaches Dance and Yoga at University Prep Academy where she 
choreographed the musical Into the Woods. She worked as Artist-in-Residence in the Campbell County 
School District in Gillette, WY. 
Rebecca Levy is completing her MFA in Dance at CalArts. 
 

2002 
Nianna Bray  is teaching yoga full time in Venice, CA.  
Elizabeth Dilley  performed in Never Too Late in May and in New York Nuts in October. She performs with 
John Passafiume and Dancers in New York. 
Tasa Gleason dances and has been doing costuming and specialty apparel design in Berkeley, CA, with 
plans to return to Seattle. 

DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS  

Molly Sides in Cut Chalk by 
Corrie Befort 
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Marissa Niederhauser  performed in Degenerate Art Ensembleôs Sonic Tales at Seattleôs Moore Theater in 
October, in Ten Tiny Dances in May and in Alex Martinôs The Daylight 
for the Americanôs for the Arts earthworks tour. She also presented 
stifle: Every Breath Is Victory in Tacoma and Seattle. She will be 
performing a solo Suppress in Unicycle Collective's upcoming 
MonoLodge 6 at Annex Theatre.  After playing in Japan, France, 
Chile, Brazil and Italy, her first film, Holding This For You, has 
returned to Seattle to play at One Reel during Bumbershoot and the 
Northwest Film Forum.  She also had a screening of excerpts from 
her newer film Tracing at the Northwest Film Forum. Marissa will be 
presenting Josephine's Echopraxia at Seattleôs NW New Works 
Festival 2010.  
 

2003 
Laura Costa  is the Artistic Director of Tudo Beleza Dance Company 
in Seattle.  
Teresa (Cowan -Kuist) Hanawalt  is choreographing and performing 
as one of the Artistic Directors of NorthWest Dance Syndrome along 
with fellow Cornish Grads Maya Soto (Poloney) and Anne Motl 
(Altrichter).  She is currently teaching dance at Marysville Performing 
Arts Centre in Marysville, WA.  She became a Stott Certified Pilates 
Instructor in 2008 and teaches Pilates at the Pacific Northwest Ballet 
and Bodycenter Studios in Fremont. 
Tesee (Rogers) George  is the artistic director of Dance 
Contemporary, a modern company based in Seattle working towards 
their sixth season and featuring multiple Cornish alums.  She is 
choreographing for the Boost Dance Festival, B.E. Productions in LA, 
and Aria Dance Company in South Puget Sound. She is artistic 
director of the childrenôs non-profit Showstoppers, which provides performance opportunities to children. She 
performed last summer in the Nature in Arts Festival, Beyond the Threshold, and Siteworks 09, and is 
currently teaching Ballet and Jazz at Ninth Avenue Dance School in Federal Way, WA.  
Benjamin Maestas  is applying to the University of Washington's graduate program for architecture. He is 
currently dancing with Amy OôNeal in Locust. 
Trez McBean  is currently rehearsing with Corrie Befort for a solo in the NW New Works Festival 2010.  
Rebecca Smedley -Shulman  lives in London, England and continues to run the dance department at 
Amersham & Wycombe College.  She practices acupuncture and has begun her MS in Dance Science at 
Trinity Laban in London, where she was awarded the Arts & Humanities Research Councilôs Studentship 
Award.  She is still dancing with Londonôs Salsa Cubana and recently choreographed and danced in a 
Reggaeton music video for Chomo Loco. 
Maya (Poloney) Soto  performed with Sandstrom Movement at On the Boardsô 2009 Northwest New Works 
Festival in Seattle.  
 

2004 
Bianca Cabrera is performing with KT Niehoffôs Lingo Dance Company in Seattle, and teaches in Boulder, 
CO. She has been admitted to the Hollins College Dance MFA program for Fall 2010. 
Rainbow Fletcher  is the Dance Director/In-House Choreographer at the Can Can in Seattle, WA where she 
performs in contemporary cabaret shows.  The Can Can will be performing in the Windy City Burlesque 
Festival in Chicago and Bumbershoot. Rainbow was commissioned to choreograph pieces for Elvis Live w/
Vince Mira at the Triple Door, The Heavenly Spies: 80ôs Confidential at Can Can, and a full length piece for 
Seattle contemporary dance company, Coriolis. She is also the Co-Artistic Director and choreographer for 
The Offshore Project and will be premiering The Buffoon in the 2010 On the Boards Northwest New Works 
Festival.  
Courtney Harris is a grad student in the Dance MFA Program at Ohio State University. 
Stephanie Koltiska  is a grad student in the SUNY/Purchase Dance MFA Program, where she performed in 
Urban Spiral. 
Oceane McCord  performed in NYC with Peter Kyle and Dancers. 
Rachel Narhi  is living in Bellingham,WA and teaching at The Firehouse and Pacific Northwest Ballet. She will 
also be teaching at Western Washington University this summer.  

DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS  

Kelton Roth, Alannah Pascua and Brent Kehoe 
in Pat Honôs Offertorium 
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Sean Watson  is a member of Ballet Nouveau in Colorado. 
 

2005 
Alona Christman dances with Bellingham Repertory Dance Company and co-directs the Firehouse Theater. 
Brian Devine  was accepted into the Ohio State University Dance MFA program starting Fall 2010, and has 
been nominated for an OSU fellowship.  
Annette Herwander  presented a piece by her group Vessel for Wax Works in May 2009 at Triskelion Arts in 
Brooklyn and her newest work Signals Crossed at Depot Dances. She occasionally dances in videos for 

CHERYL the dance party that will ruin your life, and is 
performing in the Rebound Dance Festival in Chicago this 
summer. She is currently collaborating with a software 
engineer on a new multi-media piece to premier this fall in 
two locations in Manhattan. She teaches Pilates at Hudson 
Pilates and Kinected and will be attending the FAMI 
workshop on scholarship this summer.  
Kelley Terwillegar  runs her own business, Stay at Home 
Fitness!, offering personal training & dance lessons. 
 

2006 
Gia Enriquez  is living and dancing in San Francisco where 
she is taking pre-med courses at UC Berkeley with plans to 
become an orthopedic surgeon. 
Brenna (Pierson) Tucker  is in her second season with 
Against the Grain Dance Project and has had her 
choreography showcased in several venues throughout 

Chicago, including the 2009 Dance Chicago Festival and the Open Space Project. She has also been 
certified in elementary Labanotation and is in the process of obtaining her intermediate certification. 
Kara (Dominick) Burrows  is currently in her fifth season dancing and performing with Tesee Georgeôs 
company Dance Contemporary in Seattle, WA and is in her third year teaching ballet and pointe at American 
Dance Institute.  Kara recently started guest teaching for Coriolis Dance Collective.   
Chris Tucker  is currently enjoying his second year with Same Planet Different World in Chicago.  
Pilar Villanueva  performed with Bath of Tears at the XXIII Festival Coreogr§fico de Madrid, one of the oldest 
and more celebrated choreographic competitions in Spain. A brief excerpt of the piece was premiered in 
Seattle last June with the SD/PRISM Company. 
 

2007 
Sarah Adamski  is the Artistic Director of Serendipity Dance Brigade in Seattle. 
Catherine Cabeen choreographed a solo, Breeze, which was featured in the 12 Min. Max show at On the 
Boards, Seattle. She presented Form and Fluidity at the Seattle Changing Room in May. 
Clarissa Castro  presented her work BACH Amalgamation for the choreographic showcase Dark Horse. She 
received funding from 4Culture in Seattle to support her 
newest ballet, Seemingly Indestructible, to be debuted in 
March at Velocity Dance Center.  
Amy Daniel  joined Karin Stevens Dance, performing in 
Seattle and Montana.  
Ezra Dickinson  choreographed in Tacoma for Ten Tiny 
Dances, and MLK Ballet's Move. The Offshore Project, a 
company founded by Ezra Dickinson and co-artistic director 
Rainbow Fletcher, will present The Buffoon at On the Boards 
2010 Northwest New Works Festival 2010. Ezra performs 
weekly at The Can Can and is a member of The Castaways.  
He also continues to dance for The Maureen Whiting 
Company, the improvisational dance and music group 
Radiosound, and Dayna Hanson. Ezra co-teaches ceramics 
at Nova High School, where he will teach "graffiti/street art 
and its ways of creation" in 2010.  He was commissioned to 
paint fourteen murals by HTC America as part of a new 
branding campaign.  

DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS  

Abbie Northcott, Elissa Eskridge, Rebecca Kalnasy and 
Eliza Wiener, in UR Brand by Tim Lynch 

Kaitlin Keegan, Christin Lusk, Danielle Hammer and  
Emilie Hagen in Shorty George by Hallie Kuperman and  

Ricki Mason 
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Laura Jaffe is an apprentice with Spectrum Dance Theater in Seattle. 
Lilianna Koledin  has continued to work with Clarissa Castro, founding and dancing with Alloy Dance Project.  
They have performed in Seattle, Tacoma and Portland. She is also in her second season with Tesee 
George's Dance Contemporary, performing in LA, Tacoma and Seattle.   
Paula  Peters  is a graduate student in the Dance MFA Program at the University of Washington. 
Patrick Pulkrabek dances with Spectrum Dance Theater in Seattle. 
Rochelle  Rapaszky  works at Pacific Northwest Ballet in the education and outreach programs. 

 
2008 

Kim Almquist  performs with NYC-based Banana Peel Dance, a company she runs with Aaron Draper.  They 
will be in residence at Black Canvas which takes place in Firkin Crane in Cork, Ireland in the summer of 2010. 
She has also choreographed/danced with Beth Soll & Co. and Hatch Presenting Seriesô The Works Studio.  
Katie Bruce  is a grad student in the Dance MFA program at UC Irvine.  
Heather Eichorst  is teaching and performing with ARC Dance Company in Seattle.  
Jessica Finn  took part in Green Space Blooms: A Queens Celebration of Dance in New York in April. 
Joel Hathaway  is currently in his 2

nd
 

year with Milwaukee Ballet II.  
Lindsay (Bickford) Johns  teaches 
at Reflections School of Dance and 
dances, teaches and choreographs 
for Sixth Day Dance.  
Geoffrey Johnson  presented 
choreography at On the Boards 12 
Min. Max in Seattle.  
Nicole Mitchell  is dancing with 
Banana Peel Dance and Joyce King 
in NYC. She performed in The Hatch 
Presenting Series along with Kim 
Almquist (ô08) in New York.  
Brittany Schank  is an Administrative 
Assistant at Pacific Northwest Ballet 
School and is dancing with the 
Seattle-based modern dance 
company, Karin Stevens Dance. 
Nicholas Strasburg is a member of 
John Malashock Dance in San Diego 
and performs with other San Diego 
dance companies as well. 
Maggie Wegener  is working and choreographing for Key City Public Theatre in Port Townsend, WA. 
Zhenjun Zhang  is teaching dance in Seattle at The Dance School, Kathyôs Studio of Dance and Bainbridge 
Ballet. 
 

2009 
Caprice Abowitt  is dancing in Karin Stevens Dance Company. 
Lacey Carter is a grad student in the Dance MFA Program at Mills College. 
Annie Kohn  moved to Santa Fe, NM, after graduating from Cornish. She is currently an instructor at four 
dance schools in the city, teaching ballet, modern, jazz and musical theater to children and teens. She has 
worked with Moving People Dance Theater and Theaterworks of New Mexico and Meow Wolf Theater, and is 
dancing with Robert Wood Dance New York/ Santa Fe. 
Brittany Markowski is dancing with Joe Alter Group in San Diego, building an evening length work, Walking 
Through Ghosts that will tour to The Joyce SOHO in New York and Europe.  
Elisa Reed  apprenticed with Zephyr Dance in Chicago and is resetting her BFA project Echo of an Impending 
Memory on Scottsdale (AZ) Community College's dance company Instinct Dancecorps.  
Sean Tomerlin  danced with Thodos Dance Company in Chicago and returned to Seattle to perform in Deb 
Wolf's HipDdeep Family for the A.W.A.R.D. Show at On the Boards in December. He recently moved to 
Indianapolis where he joined Dance Kaleidoscope. 

 
 

DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS  

Kaitlin Keegan, Amy Johnson and Emilie Hagen in Sweet Bite  
by Nancy Cranbourne and Christy McNeil 


