DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS

Working Together...

Sarah Adamski (2007) started a company called Serendipity Dance Brigade in which Amy Daniel (2007), Kate Hart
(2007) and Cassie Wulff (2006) dance.

Kim Almquist (2008) and Nicole Mitchell (2008) performed in Almquist's Banana Peel Dance’s Something Stolen...Well,
Borrowed at Henry Street Settlement, Abrons Arts Center in NYC.

Corrie Befort (1999), Ellie Sandstrom (1999) and Allison Van Dyck (2000) taught for Velocity’s 2008 Strictly Seattle
intensive.

Andrea Burchak (2006), Tesee George (2003), Karen Grady-Brown (2006) and Tracy Schreiber (2006) performed for
Kristina Dillard  (1993).

Steve Casteel (2001), Geoff Johnson (2008) and Chris McCallister (former student) danced for Deborah Wolf in the
Against the Grain/Men in Dance Festival.

Clarissa Castro (2007) formed the Alloy Dance Project company in which Lilianna Koledin (2007) performs. Lilianna
danced for Clarissa at the Beyond the Threshold: Seattle International Dance Festival.

Teresa Cowan-Kuist (2003), Anne Motl (2002) and Maya Soto 's (2003) Northwest Dance Syndrome welcomed Tukwila
Zimmerman (2004) and Rebecca Morris (2008) into the company. NWDS performed in the Beyond the Threshold:
International Dance Festival and presented their spring concert Junknation at Broadway Performance Hall.

Rian Creighton (2008) and Jamie Karlovich (2006) dance with Redd Legg Dance Company.

Ezra Dickinson (2007), Marissa Rae Niederhauser (2002), Cassie Wulff (2006) and Belle Wolf (2008) dance with the
Maureen Whiting Company where Jessica Zarins (2002) is the Development and Outreach Coordinator.

Rainbow Fletcher (2004) directs the Can Can Castaways. John Betchtel (2006) dances for the group.

Karen Grady-Brown (2005), Teresa Cowan-Kuist (2003), Tesee George (2003), Maya Soto (2003), Tracy Schreiber
(2005) and Catherine Cabeen (2007) teach at the City of Mountlake Terrace Recreation department where Kristina
Dillard (1993) is the Director of Dance and Fitness.

Kathryn Hubbard (2002), Tukwila Zimmerman (2004) and Graham Stockdale (2006) teach at Julie McMurray 's (1987)
Woodinville Dance Academy.

Jim Kent (2005), Jess Klein (2001), Ellie Sandstrom (1999) and Belle Wolf (2008) dance for Scott/Powell Performance.
Jess Klein (2001) performed with The Heavenly Spies, produced by Fae Phalen Stout (2001).

Rebecca Levy (2001) and Eryn Schon's (2001) company B.E. Productions and Tesee George 's (2003) company, Dance
Contemporary, shared performances at the Langston Hughes Theater in Seattle, where Dance Contemporary is based,
and then in Los Angeles, where B.E. is based. Monica
Farnam (2003) dances with B.E.; Kara Dominick

(2006), Karen Grady-Brown (2006), Lilianna Koledin

(2007), Jessica Schroeder (2007), and Graham
Stockdale (2006) dance for Dance Contemporary.
Rebecca and Tesee will be setting work on each other’s
companies next season.

Tim Lynch (2005) danced the lead role in Pilar
Villanueva s (2006) piece Yendo y Viniendo=Back and
Forth in the Against the Grain/Men In Dance Festival.

Alex Martin (1996) and Kristen Tsiatsios’ (1996)
business Jubilee Event Engineers continues to grow.

Amy O’'Neal's (1999) company locust presented
crushed at the Moore Theater on a split bill with Cruz
Control. Ellie Sandstrom (1999), Jessie Smith (former
student), and Benjamin Maestas (2003) performed.

Elizabeth Malone and Calie Swedberg in Pat Hon’s Emaki
Photo by Colleen Dishy

Patrick Pulkrabek (2007) and Laura Jaffe (2008)
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danced with Spectrum Dance Theater.

Rochelle Rapaszky (2007) teaches at Jessica
Hamblen-Klepper ’'s (2000) Maple Valley Ballet School.

Jessica Schroeder (2007), Lilianna Koledin (2007)
and Clarissa Castro (2007) worked on Veronica
Mendonca'’s film project Rule of the Dance.

Maya Soto danced for Ellie Sandstrom (1999) at the
Northwest New Works Festival at On the Boards.

Graham Stockdale (2005) and Christine Weh (2005)
performed for Morgan Nutt at Walrus and OtB.

Allison Van Dyck (2000) produced an evening length
work, called The Snow Project at the Lawrimore Project

which featured Corrie Befort (1999) and Jim Kent  |an Randall, Brittany Markowski, Elisa Reed and Carolyn Steeves in

(2005). Wade Madsen’s Garden Party
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Zhenjun Zhang (2007), Christine Weh (2005) and
Tracy Schreiber (2006) teach at The Dance School in Everett.

1978
Dean Speer’s book, ALL STEPS CONSIDERED, Words of Wisdom on Ballet Technique, will be published by University
Press of Florida. Dean taught for Dance Festival Northwest and Northwest Dance Intensive where he is also Assistant to
the Director. Dean writes and edits for the online magazine, Ballet-Dance Monthly and for their interactive forum
www.criticaldance.com. Dean was honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award for Teaching and Choreography by the
Mrs. America (Washington) Pageant. He continues to serve on the board of the State of Washington Combined Fund
Drive.

1984

Marguerite Auger is Artistic Director of Ketchikan Theatre Ballet in Alaska. She recently completed her Certified Nurse’s
Assistant certificate. Marguerite teaches a dance exercise class for an assisted living home and works with the residents
doing Restorative Aid.

Yazmin (Zink) Wood lives in Arkansas City, KS where she recently choreographed a production of West Side Story. She
provided consulting services for a rural arts program, aligned with Kansas Model Curricular Standards for Dance and
Creative Movement, to implement an after school dance program for at-risk students. Yazmin also works as a freelance
consultant for business and not-for-profit organizations.

1985

Nancy McKinney-Burtenshaw teaches yoga in the Palouse, Idaho area, tutors beginning readers and is involved in a
women’s mentorship program for freshman at the University of Idaho. Nancy is a Teen Talking Circle facilitator.

1986

Jackie VanPatten Wild lives in Kansas City, MO where she coaches pre-school gymnastics and runs a house-cleaning
business.

1987
Suzanne (Wagner) DelLyle owns her own horseback riding training facility.
Julie McMurray owns and directs the Woodinville Dance Academy, WA.
Kate Pagliasotti is an acupuncturist in Portland, OR.

1988

Serina (Mossman) Hsu worked in competitive ballroom dancing after graduation and later started her own rhythmic
gymnastics competitive team in Washington and later in Texas. She returned to the Northwest and now does martial arts.

1990

Alison Cockrill teaches at the Century Ballroom in Seattle.

1991
Diana Cardiff is studying American Sign Language with plans to become an interpreter. She choreographed for Teatro
Zinzanni's current show, Under The Gypsy Moon. Diana is the Arts and Marketing Director for www.thegayplaces.com, an
arts and culture based travel website.
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1992
Valerie Kardonsky continues to work at Starbucks in the store concepts group.
Stacee (Raber) Nault retired from her performing career in musical theater, and now teaches musical theater dance and
ballet for the 5th Avenue Theatre's educational department in Seattle, the Cascade Dance Academy in Snoqualmie Falls,
and the Village Theatre Kidstage in Issaquah. She is also a certified yoga teacher.
Katrina (Thompson) Warren and Peter Warren together with Hammerpress presented a collaborative film, dance/
movement installation in Kansas City, Missouri.

1993

Kristina Dillard is the Director of Dance and Fitness for the City of Mountlake Terrace Recreation department. Kristina's
dance film bees was shown in Velocity's NEXT Dance Cinema. She presented choreography at Velocity's Bridge Project,
Walrus’ EPIC festival, Seattle University, Annex Theater’s Spin the Bottle and Velocity's Fall Kick Off. Kristina performed in
Pat Graney's House of Mind. She taught dance/voice at Shoreline Community College, as well as choreographing for their
spring musical and opera. Kristina has been studying Vinyasa flow yoga and has completed Shakti's TAP (teachers assist
program) and advanced TAP trainings.

Saiko Kobayashi continues to live in Missoula, Montana where she works at a retirement facility. She completed an
intensive tax course last fall and then worked for H&R Block as a tax professional.

1994
Sky Darwin is the PONCHO Concert Hall Facilities Manager at Cornish College of the Arts.
Holley Farmer was featured in Merce Cunningham Dance Company's online Mondays with Merce “Episode 002" a video
in which she talked about dancing for Merce, highlighted with her solo in Loosetime. Holley retried from the company in
May.
Gérard Théorét is artistic director of Cirque de Soleil's Corteo, currently touring Japan.
Mark Haines teaches dance at Riverside Community College in California.

1995
Shane (Szabo) Belau is the co-owner and co-director of Bodycenter Studios, a Holistic Pilates studio in Seattle. In 2008,
Shane received her certification as a Duggan
French Approach Practitioner (DFA) of Somatic
Pattern Recognition. She is currently enrolled in
the Bellevue School of Massage.
Corrie Franz Cowart is a lecturer in dance at
Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania.

1996

Leslie Larch ’s business, Island Pilates Center
on Whidbey Island, celebrated 5 years in
March.

Alex Martin’s site-specific work, The Daylight,
was presented at the Americans for the Arts
conference. Her Brown Dress project will be
presented in a gallery show at U.T.S. in
Sydney, Australia. Last summer, Alex
performed in an installation at Bumbershoot.
Kristen Tsiatsios has completed her MFA in

Interdisciplinary Arts through Goddard College. Lindsey Wooten, Emily Anton and Jenna Swanberg in
Steve Casteel's Reining
1997 Photo by Colleen Dishy

Alethea Adsitt is in a physical therapy degree program in NYC.

Amie Baca directs Pilates on 10" in Seattle.

Cathryn Costello manages a software company in Manhattan and is working on her Pilates certification at the Kelly Kane
School in NYC. She is completing pre-requisites for Physical Therapy graduate school.

Michelle de la Vega performed and toured in Pat Graney’s House of Mind.

Shawn Hove is a lecturer in the Dance Department at Ohio State University where he teaches dance technology courses.
Jessica Jobaris currently teaches, performs and choreographs in Berlin, Germany. She is a German MTV flygirl for hip-
hop artist Marteria. Jessica and long-time collaborator/fiancée Luke Allen have finalized their website, corpuscorpus.org.
Before moving to Germany, Jessica and Luke had a show at Sand Point Naval Base/Workshop 30 and Jessica showed
her choreography and performed in 12 Minutes Max at On the Boards.

Dawn Tottenham holds an M.D. degree from the University of Tennessee College of Medicine. She is currently a first
year resident in the Emergency Medicine Residency Program at Stony Brook in New York.
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1998
Stephanie (Gohd) Clarke teaches dance on the Kitsap Peninsula, Washington.
Malia Holmes is an athletic/yoga model and an elementary school teacher at a charter school on the Big Island of Hawaii.
She received her MA in Education in Seattle before returning to Hawaii.
Julie (Gattenby) Spada teaches inmates at the Washington State Penitentiary in Walla Walla, WA, helping them
complete GEDs and other college courses.
Alia Swersky teaches comp/improv at Cornish College.

1999
Corrie Befort made a film in Japan called Two Kinds of Wind that screened in the Next Dance Cinema Festival. Upon
returning to Seattle, Corrie formed a collaborative performance ensemble Salt Horse, which has been touring nationally
through the SCUBA network and performed in the On the Boards’ Northwest New Works Festival. She also co-curated a
12 Minutes Max at On the Boards.
Rachel Feinberg lives in Brooklyn, NY. She performed as part of a movement based theater piece at The Kitchen in NYC
and owns a yoga studio.
Alianna Jaqua is in NY studying comedy and acting.
Paola Beatriz Montes is in her second year operating and teaching at her Pilates/Gyrotonic studio - Ollin Studio
www.theollinstudio.com in Bethlehem, PA. She also teaches dance in the community.
Amy O'Neal and Reggie Watts collaborated on a production that was performed and filmed in excerpt at New York’'s
Public Theater as part of the Under the Radar Festival, and subsequently toured. Amy and Zeke Keeble’s company locust
presented a workshop at Cornish as part of the Interface series. locust presented crushed at the Moore Theater in
February on a split bill with Cruz Control.
Kelly (Hartje) Reynolds teaches Gyrokinesis classes in Seattle.
Noelle Stiles organizes a class at the Headwaters in Portland, OR called Heavy Rotation that invites local dancers to
teach every two weeks.

2000

Christy McNeil presented choreography on CDT, Taproot Theatre, Interweave Dance Theatre, ARC Dance, Riverside &
Bellevue Community Colleges, Full Tilt, University of Washington Theater MFA program, Cornish Theatre Department,
and Westlake Dance Center. Christy is the director of Harbor Dance Performing Group in Gig Harbor and co-director of
the student performance at the Boulder Jazz Dance Workshop. She is currently teaching at: Cornish College, The
Northwest School, Allegro Academy of Performing Arts, Westlake Dance Center, Boulder Jazz Dance Workshop, ARC
Summer Dance, Harbor Dance and Gotta Dance. She is also a personal trainer with Sassy Fit.

Rebecca Smedley runs the dance program at Amersham & Wycombe College in Buckinghamshire, UK. Rebecca finished
her teachers’ qualification and now is a fully qualified teacher in Further Education. She continues to practice acupuncture.
Rebecca performs with a Cuban Salsa company in London, Salsa Cubana, run by Homero Gonzalez, who was a member
of the internationally acclaimed Cabaret Tropicana. She recently performed at the Rainbow Trust's Annual Charity Ball.
Rebecca will be entering the London LABAN to pursue a Master’s in Dance Science.

Allison Van Dyck produced The Snow Project at the Lawrimore Project, a gallery in downtown Seattle, and toured with
Zoe/Juniper Dance Company. She recently moved to New York. Allison is a Certified Gyrotonic Trainer and Gyrokinesis
instructor.

2001

Steve Casteel teaches at Cornish College in both the College and Preparatory programs, and at Dance Fremont.

Melissa Lipko recently opened her own Pilates studio in Belltown called Belltown Pilates. She performs regularly in the
cabaret world and collaborated with other artists on a show called FABULUXE which highlights modern/cabaret dance,
belly dance, drag and burlesque. She recently toured to San Francisco.

Fae Phalen Stout produces/performs under the alias Agent Rhinestone with The Heavenly Spies, her burlesque and
cabaret troupe. She won the title of Best Duo in the 2007 Miss Exotic World Pageant in Las Vegas and performs locally.
The Heavenly Spies presented Plastique at the Can Can in the spring.

Ashley Friend 's Honey Flat was performed in February at Judson Church/Movement Research in New York.

2002
Kelly Anderson is the Artistic Director of Rainier Ballet Academy in the Renton Highlands.
Tatiana Margitic is pursuing a PhD in English Literature at UNC-Chapel Hill, where she teaches freshman composition
and works as a research assistant at the Institute for African American Research. She dances with and choreographs for
UNC's student modern dance company, and teaches ballet and contact improvisation to teenagers at Dancentre, a local
dance studio. Tatiana also substitute teaches modern dance for UNC's Physical Activities Department.
Kathyrn McCaughan is a certified Simonson Technique Teacher and a certified SOMA Practitioner. She is currently living
in Brooklyn, New York and will be enrolling this fall at the Pratt Institute in pursuit of a Masters Degree in Dance and
Movement Therapy.
Marissa Rae Niederhauser premiered her dance film Holding This For You at the 11" annual Local Sightings film festival
at Northwest Film Forum. Holding This For You has also been screened in Chile, Brazil and France. Marissa received a




DANCE DEPARTMENT ALUMNI NEWS

4Culture grant for another film called Tracings and showed work in the September 12 Minutes Max at On the Boards.
Marissa dances with Maureen Whiting.

2003

Laura Costa , Atrtistic Director of Tudo Beleza Dance Company, started a monthly Brazilian night with live music, D.J., and
Samba performances at Waid's Haitian Cuisine and Lounge. She is now living in Southern California.

Maya (Poloney) Soto danced with the Superamas, Pat Graney and Ellie Sandstrom (1999) as well as continuously
directing and performing with NorthWest Dance Syndrome. Maya runs the high school dance and fithess program at the
Arts and Academics Academy in the Highline School District.

2004

Andrew Ball lives in Las Vegas where he recently danced with Chippendale's, in Cirque du Soleil's Love, and Shag with a

Twist. He currently dances with the Lost Vega's Crew, works as a personal assistant for Elton John, models, and does

aerial artistry.

Alexis-Alicia Bianca Cabrera dances with Lingo Dance Theater in Seattle and teaches in Boulder, Colorado where she is

now based.

Courtney Harris completed her first year in the Dance MFA program at Ohio State University.

Stephanie Koltiska is enrolled in the Dance MFA program at SUNY/Purchase.

Rachel Narhi presented Accelerate Fuel for Ignition with her company Open Flame Dance Theater. They also performed
at the Seattle Center Winterfest as part of the Seattle Fire Festival.
Angela (Smith ) Schaefer is teaching for 6th Day Dance and Westlake
Dance Center. Angela is pursuing her Pilates certification at Body Center
Studios.
Kate Walker teaches at Booker T. Washington HSPVA in Dallas, TX and
started DekaDance Company.
Kade Stotler works as a behavioral therapist with autistic children. She
dances with Cheronne Wong whose company recently toured to Joyce
SoHo in New York. Kade has shown dance pieces through various
venues and has been working with her partner on small films combining
motiongraphics, typography, and movement. Kade is pursuing an MA in
Counseling Psychology at Argosy University. She is in her second year of
studying psychic healing and energy work through Psychic Awakenings.
Sean Watson is a member of Ballet Nouveau, Colorado.
Tukwila Zimmerman teaches at Woodinville Dance Academy. She
dances with Chimera Dance Theater and Northwest Dance Syndrome.
She opened an environmentally friendly cleaning business called Green
Team Cleaning Service.

2005

Alona Christman dances with Bellingham Repertory Dance Company
and manages the Firehouse Performing Arts Center.
. - . Brian Devine teaches dance at St. Paul's School in New Hampshire.
Anna Conner and Ti?trlléeggly"ey in their dance BoJohn Diciple dances for Daniel Wilkins/DASS.
Photo by Colleen Dishy Natascha Greenwalt Murphy started Coriolis Dance Collective. Coriolis
performed for En I'Air, the Chop Shop festival, Whitman College, the
Cornish BFA Concerts and had their first repertory show Co-Lab 1 in May. Natascha choreographed for Coriolis, Ballet
Bellevue and the Whitman College Dance Department in Walla Walla. Natascha teaches for Westlake Dance Center and
Dance Time in Kirkland. She is working on her Gyrotonic certification at Gyrotonic Movement Center in Wallingford.
Natascha also modeled for clothing designer Liise Wyatt.
Tim Lynch continues to co-direct Seattle Dance Project. SDP presented Project Orpheus and Project Two at ACT and
performed in the Against the Grain/Men in Dance Festival and the Chop Shop festival. Tim teaches ballet at Cornish
College and Pacific Northwest Ballet School.
Andrew Marcus has been performing with Zero Performance. He will be teaching SLOW Training workshops this summer
in Europe with Wilma Vesseur.
Kelley Terwillegar teaches dance, group exercise classes, and this year choreographed a high school musical. Kelley
started Stay at Home Fitness, an in-home personal training company.
Amy Weaver set a piece at Pacific Lutheran University and performed with the Northwest Sinfonietta.
Christine Weh performed for Morgan Nutt in Walrus’ Epic Festival and in 12 Minutes Max at On the Boards. Christine
teaches at The Dance School in Everett and the Preparatory Dance Program at Cornish, where she also works as
Administrative Assistant. Christine is an Arts Collaborator with LAUGH, part of the Catherine Mayer Foundation.

2006

Jamie Karlovich teaches in the greater Seattle area and dances with Redd Legg Dance.
Jessica Post dances with The Dance COLEctive in Chicago and teaches Pilates.

5
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Pilar Villanueva 's choreography Yendo y Viniendo=Back and
Forth was presented in Madrid at the VII Marathon Teatro and the
ADAE Dance Festival, and in Seattle by Seattle Dance Project in the
Against the Grain/Men In Dance Festival. Pilar presented three new
street pieces 1,2,3, Moments in the Xlll FITEC Festival, Getafe and
The Moon Has Been Broken in the Dance Festival Principado de
Asturias-Gijon. Pilar presented Bath of Tears, a new work
commissioned by Sonia Dawkins’ Prism 2 company in Seattle.

Joanie Whitney works as a personal trainer and a merchandiser. She
is moving to Sweden and hopes to continue personal training and
start graduate school for either sports medicine or physical therapy.

2007

Catherine Cabeen performed at 12 Minutes Max at On the Boards
and completed her MFA from the University of Washington.
Ezra Dickenson exhibited his paintings at the Columbia City Theater
and the Anne Bonny. At the Chapel inside of the Good Shepherd
Center, Ezra participated in an evening of dance and music along with Calie Swedberg in Mark Haim's
Corrie Befort (1999) and Alia Swersky (1998). Ezra also performed The Goldberg Variations

s Photo by Colleen Dishy
at the Can Can and for Maureen Whiting Company.
Tonya Goodwillie 's dance studio Allegro Performing Arts Academy was nominated for King 5's best of Western
Washington. Allegro’s performing group has been performing and competing regionally and nationally. Tonya continues to
focus on the academy and on teaching tap by attending various tap festivals. Tonya choreographed for Miss Auburn
Pageant Performers.
Laura Jaffe danced with Interweave Dance Theater in Boulder, CO and apprenticed with Spectrum Dance Theater in
Seattle.
Amanda Nord is living in Queens, NY. Earlier this year, she began studying the Isadora Duncan Technique and has now
joined the Isadora Duncan Dance Company. She has performed at Morocco Studios in Manhattan, Alice Austen House in
Staten Island, The Brooklyn Museum, and Judson Church Dance Theater in Manhattan. Amanda teaches Isadora Duncan
Technique to ages 3-10 in Manhattan.
Rochelle Rapaszky is the Education and Community Outreach Programs Outreach Assistant at PNB.
Mariko Ruhle had her 12 Minutes Max debut in September at On the Boards.
Jessica Schroeder works at Town Hall Seattle as an Event/Volunteer Coordinator and dances with Dance Contemporary.
She also participated in Strictly Seattle, 12 Minutes Max, the Bridge Project, and in a film project for Veronica Mendonca.
Earnest Wallace dances with the Silver-Brown Dance Company in New York.
Zhenjun Zhang is teaching at The Dance School in Everett, Mountlake Terrace Recreation and Queen Anne Community
Center.

2008
Kim Almquist lives in Brooklyn, NY where she choreographs and dances alongside partner Aaron Draper. They
performed in Something Stolen...Well, Borrowed at Henry Street Settlement, Abrons Arts Center in NYC. Kim also dances
for Beth Soll. She is pursuing Pilates certification and submitting her choreography to festivals. Kim was recently featured
in The Brooklyn News in an article about the Portable Art Festival. Kim also choreographed a site specific piece for the
Beyond the Threshold festival in Seattle.
Lindsay Bickford is working at Starbucks and dancing with Walrus Performance Productions and Sixth Day Dance.
Katie Bruce was recently accepted into the MFA program at UC Irvine with a full scholarship.
Jessica Finn moved to Brooklyn, NY where she performed at Triskelion Arts in Williamsburg, Brooklyn with White Roads
Dance Media, directed by Marisa Gruneberg.
Audrey Folk works at Cornish in the Registration and Records Office.
Joel Hathaway is dancing for Milwaukee Ballet 1, the 2nd company of Milwaukee Ballet, and teaches jazz at Milwaukee
Ballet School.
Lisa Krug joined Seattle Eastside Feldenkrais Professional Training Il program.
Brittany Schank interned in the PNB Development office and was then hired as a part-time employee.
Nicholas Strasburg dances with Malashock Dance in San Diego, CA, which recently performed in San Diego, New York,
and in Colorado Opera’s Pearl Fishers. Nick danced for San Diego Dance Theater's Trolley Dances in San Diego and San
Francisco. He also works part time at Occupational Services Inc. as the Corporate Administrative Assistant.

Former Students

Robert Russell (attended 1984-86) retired from performing two years ago. He is now teaching full-time in
different schools in the French-speaking part of Switzerland.




